
Coronavirus scam email example 

Note that this email was also sent with the entire body of the email as an image and not text. This is 
another red flag. 

Establishing Authority – Uses the 
emotional appeal of helping children 

Obtain Emotional Appeal – Uses the 
coronavirus pandemic, also uses the 
CDC as a source of authority 

Monetary Gain – Payment of $500 
dollars for on demand work. 
Additional appeal to human ego by 
being selected.  

The next exchange would likely be a 
bad check or other fraudulent 
payment that would result in a hold 
by your bank upon deposit. In return, 
you will be asked to use personal 
funds to expedite the work until the 
“check clears”. 

Change of Communication Method – 
While you cannot tell from the body 
of this email, this was sent from a fake 
WSU email address. Why not just 
reply to the original message?  
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