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Blackboard is the online course management and learning system chosen
by Wayne State faculty in 1999 for its full features and ease of use. This
Web-based course system delivers all or part of many regularly scheduled
University courses. It is easily accessed on a computer connected to the
Internet—anywhere, any time—using a WSU AccessID and password to
log in to Blackboard directly (blackboard.wayne.edu) or, for quick and
short-term use, through the WSU Pipeline portal (pipeline.wayne.edu).

Major Blackboard Learning System Capabilities for Faculty

Course Management

Wayne State faculty can effectively upload course
content into Blackboard (text, video, graphics, audio)
and organize it for ease of use. New tools are available
to migrate courses from semester to semester (Course
Copy, Course Recycle) and fully archive and restore
them (Course Import/Export, Course Archive).

Course Syllabus

Easily upload an existing course syllabus or create
one by using Blackboard’s built-in Syllabus Builder
to design and develop your own course syllabus
and/or lesson plans.

Content/Course Authoring

The Visual Text Box Editor is a rich text-editing inter-
face you can use to create effective e-learning content
on a Windows or Macintosh computer. Tools include
WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get), Spell Check,
and QuickEdit to switch between the student view of
a content area and the instructor view. You also can
import content created outside of Blackboard, using
Macromedia® Dreamweaver®, Microsoft® Frontpage®
or any SCORM-compliant authoring tool.

Adaptive Content Release

You can create custom learning paths through a
course for your students, by releasing content and
activities based on a set of criteria you choose.

Online Textbook Content (Course Cartridges)
Pre-packaged content and course materials created
by major education publishers to supplement their
course textbooks are available in the Blackboard for-
mat. Cartridge materials include additional readings,
updated information, multimedia, assessments, and
question pools. You also can customize these materi-
als once they’re downloaded into a course site.

Discussion Board

With this collaboration and communication tool,
you can create multiple forums on different topics
to facilitate asynchronous discussions among your
students. You can embed forums in appropriate con-
tent areas or lessons and specify student use. Grad-
ing and rating tools encourage student response,
feedback, and peer review. New features available.

Assessments and Surveys

Interested in delivering online, automatically scored
assessments and surveys, of many types? Create them
from scratch or draw upon test banks of questions.
Import and export of question pools, surveys, and
tests facilitates transfer from one course to another.

Gradebook

You can store student performance results in the
course Gradebook, which supports custom grading
scales, grade weighting, item analysis, and multiple
gradebook views. Watch for an improved Gradebook
in the next Blackboard version, coming soon.

Reporting and Performance Dashboard

This tool provides an overview of student progress
and indicates student review status of specific con-
tent items. Usage statisitics are available by content
item, user, date range, or for an entire course.

For online resources:
computing.wayne.edu/blackboard

For Blackboard workshops:
www.otl.wayne.edu

For Blackboard availability:
computing.wayne.edu/systemstatus BI a Ckb oar d

Faculty also may contact the Black-
board Support Team: bbadmin@wayne.edu, Technology
Resource Center in Purdy/Kresge Library, or (313) 577-9457.



Blackboard Content Collection Capabilities for Faculty

Content and File Management

You can manage and share digital content and files
in Blackboard, from anywhere, at any time. Course
content can easily be used in multiple sections with-
out duplication by creating links. Then when you
edit a file, it is available in all sections or courses
containing the link. You also can drag and drop files
from your computer into Blackboard, using the Web-
DAV standard, and create Passes for folders, so that
you can share content with anyone in the world.

Versioning

This useful and powerful tool lets you automatically
archive, track, and access previous versions of your
files in Blackboard. When Versioning is turned on,
the system creates separate dated copies after each
contributor changes a shared document. This gives
you an automatic backup for overwritten files and

a method for tracking changes as different people
with access to that file work together online.

e-Portfolios

With this new tool, you and your students can collect
digital content and organize it on customized Web
pages using an easy step-by-step process. A new
Recycle bin conveniently stores deleted content items,
and a Personal Artifacts area serves as a repository
for documents or files you want to store. e-Portfolios
provide a way to present work visually on the Web
and share it or collaborate on it with others. Used
for many purposes in learning and assessment,
e-Portfolios can display achievement and progress,
showecase experiences and collections of work, or be
an assemblage of materials for self-reflection.

Workflow

This feature gives you the ability to route files and
folders to other Blackboard users as a workflow activity
(such as Review, Approve, or Grade), with priority
and permission settings and deadlines. You still can
track progress and review content to ensure quality.

More Blackboard Communication and Collaboration Tools

Course Announcements

You now can inform your students when you create
or modify course announcements. This e-mail goes
out to all students enrolled in the course and con-
tains the title and body of the announcement.

E-mail

The WSU E-mail System is built into Blackboard at
Wayne State, so each semester, AccessID E-mail ad-
dresses for students in your courses are loaded auto-
matically. In addition, a new course e-mail tool lets
you send e-mail to all students or course participants
who have no other roles (such as teaching assistant
or instructor). Another new feature lets you send
mail from within Blackboard using HTML coding.

Messages

The Messages tool gives each course a private and
secure system for communication that functions
similar to e-mail. Keep in mind that Messages can-
not be sent or received outside of those in your
course. Recent improvements: the number of un-
read messages and the total number of messages
now show in the Folder list, and the Sent messages
folder displays the message recipients.

Spell Check
As of January 2007, a Spell Check feature is available
in e-mail and other Blackboard functions.

WSU Broadcast Messaging

Faculty can use this new tool in the Blackboard Con-
trol Panel to send messages to students in Blackboard
courses, if you'll be late to class or need to cancel for
example. You’ll want to encourage students to select
text messages for their Blackboard courses, so they
can receive timely notification via their cell phones.

Personal Information Management

The course Calendar helps you manage and view
events. Use the Tasks tool to assign tasks with Pri-
ority and Due Dates and then track your students’
progress. Post office hours under Staff Information.

Virtual Classroom/Collaboration Tool

Schedule collaboration sessions using either the
text-based Chat environment, in which sessions can
be logged/archived or the full Virtual Classroom,
which provides a collaborative Whiteboard, group
Web browsing, private Q&As, and breakout rooms
in Lecture or Open Participation Modes.

Multi-Language Support

Blackboard instructors can independently set the
language for a course. In addition to supporting
most European languages and Arabic, Blackboard
supports multi-byte character sets such as Japanese
and Chinese. Wayne State also has the option to cus-
tomize or create new language packs for Blackboard.
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